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m a i n t a i n i n g and showcas ing the collective 
memory of Canada ' s military history. Their 
participation in this journal allows them access 
to a national audience, many of whom are not 
able to visit their facilities in Ottawa, while their 
contributions to CMH help to enrich our product. 
The success of this partnership has led us to seek 
other such arrangements which will be announced 
in the upcoming months. 

The publication program of the Laurier Centre 
for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studies, 
the organization which oversees our journal , 
continues to gather steam. We recently published 
a book by Jona than Vance dealing with the men 
of the Great Escape, and the book on Operational 
Research in 21 Army Group will be released this 
spring. Over the next twelve months we will be 
publishing a couple of regimental histories, both 
dealing with Canadian units in Italy. The first 
was written by Harry Pope and is based on his 
experiences serving with the Royal 22e Régiment. 
The second is a history of the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment and is an excellent account of war at 
the "sharp end." It was written by Shaun Brown 
whose father was a company commander in the 
Loyal Eddies during the war. Also in production 
is a book examining the experience of Canadian 
PoWs following the Dieppe raid. Charles Roland, 
a medical doctor by training, has meticulously 
researched the care and treatment received by 
C a n a d i a n soldiers wounded a t Dieppe a n d 
captured by the Germans. It is worth mentioning 
that the authors of these books (and in fact, all 
Centre publications including CMH) receive no 
payment or royalties and all profits are used to 
support the activities of the Centre. Look for more 
information regarding these publications in future 
issues of CMH. 

More than anything, we want your feedback 
on CMH. Tell us what you think about the articles 
and features we publish. Share with us any old 
memories that are jarred by what you read. We 
want to hear what you like about the journal, what 
you dislike, and what you would like to see in 
future issues. Please don't pull any punches . 
From the comments we have received in the past 
we know we do a lot of things right, bu t we aren't 
perfect. Send us your thoughts so CMH can be 
improved. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Mike Bechthold 
February 1998 
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It seems like jus t yesterday that Canadian Military 
History published its first issue. At the time there 

was nothing like it out there - a journal publishing 
the best material, both scholarly and popular, 
historical and eyewitness, on Canada's military 
endeavours over the last two and a half centuries -
and, we still have no peers. Today, nearly six years 
later, CMH has amassed a proud history. We have 
looked at everything from the Seven Years' War to 
the recent crisis at Oka and the Persian Gulf War 
of 1990-91. But, there is much left to tell. This 
issue marks the beginning of a new era for CMH. 
From now on you can look forward to receiving a 
new issue twice as often as before. As such, it 
makes sense that we look at where we have been, 
and even more importantly, where we are going. 

You will notice a few changes with the new 
quarterly format of CMH. Each issue will be smaller 
than before, but it will be in your hands every three 
months, and in total you will have more pages to 
read each year. We are very excited at the prospects 
this offers. At present we have a substantial backlog 
of articles to clear up. In upcoming issues you can 
look forward to seeing articles dealing with: the 
Canad ian peace enforcement operation near 
Medak, Croatia, September 1993; 'Fighting Mac,' a 
portrait of A.C Macdonell, a Canadian brigade 
commander in the First World War; the wartime 
letters of Douglas MacFarlane, wartime editor of 
The Maple Leaf; Canadian operations at Delfzijl in 
Northern Holland at the end of the Second World 
War; phantom air raids on Canada during the First 
World War and many other interesting articles. In 
addition, we hope to give you more first-person 
narratives and original wartime documents. Above 
all else, we will strive to maintain the high quality 
you have come to expect from us. Another benefit 
from appearing quarterly will be our ability to 
provide you with more timely news. Please inform 
us of any conferences, shows, book launches, etc., 
so we can keep our readership up-to-date. 

As you may have noticed in previous issues, 
we have enlisted a number of "guest" editors. 
Jonathan Vance and Marc Milner did a wonderful 
job expanding the horizons of CMH. We will 
continue to call on distinguished military historians 
across the country to help us out and bring with 
them their broad range of knowledge and expertise. 

Our associa t ion with the Canad ian War 
Museum is now two years old and has proven very 
beneficial. The CWM remains at the forefront of 



Farewell to a veteran friend 

Mr. Bert Harmsen, another 
Dutch-Canadian who used to 

be my neighbour in Warnsveld, 
Holland, called me from St. 
Thomas, ON before Christmas to 
let me know that Sergeant Russell 
Jackson of the North Nova Scotia 
Highlanders had died on 
December 15 in Midland, ON. 
Russell was a special friend to both 
of us because of his exploits during 
the battle for the liberation of the 
town of Warnsveld and the city of 
Zutphen (30 kilometres northeast 
of Arnhem, in the province of 
Gelderland) on April 4 and 6, 
1945. Russell's bravery is not very 
well known in Canada, nor in 
Holland. It should be. 

During a reunion of the North 
Novas in Amherst, NS in 1989, 
Russell told me these stories: 

"After L ieu tenan t Dexter 
Higgens (from Stellarton, NS) was 
killed I was asked to lead the 
advance into the [Warnsveld] 
cemetery, late in the evening of 
April 4. It was a mean little battle 
between the gravestones. None of 
us were killed there, but only half 
of my men were able to continue 
later toward the nearby Psychiatric 
Hospital. The rest were injured. I 
too got injured, but not by a bullet. 
I'll tell you how. We came to a small 
bui lding on the cemetery. 
Someone carefully peaked inside 
through a window and then called 
to me: "There are some corpses 
inside, sarge. They are covered 
with sheets. It's a morgue." 

"Go inside and pull those 
covers off those bodies," I ordered. 

"Ah, come on now Sarge. We 
don't want to do that." 

"Pull them off!" And guess 
what? Three very much alive 
enemy soldiers were hiding among 
the dead. We lined them up to 
search them, together with other 
prisoners of war we had just taken. 
And then I made a mistake. I 
dropped something, t u r n e d 
around to pick it up, and bingo, 
one of those silly guys decided to 
stick a knife in my bottom. I 
turned back, swung my rifle butt 
on him, and that was that. 
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in for another battle in cemetery. 
North of the highway we set out 
creeping through low pastures, 
under fences, leap-frogging ahead. 
Things went well till we came to 
the edge of the cemetery at the 
back. It had a moat around it and 
the water was quite deep. We wade 
across, holding our gear over our 
heads. The water came up to my 
chin, but we made it. In the 
cemetery the young Germans were 
persuaded to give up after a short 
but vicious firefight. Thank God 
not one of us got killed. I used 
our walkie talkie to let the 
l ieutenant know we were OK. 
"They are in," I heard the signaller 
say at the other end of the line, and 
I knew we were the first Canadian 
soldiers to enter the city of 
Zutphen. I asked for help because 
there was a pillbox from which a 
lot of s u b m a c h i n e gun 
("Schmeisser") fire came our way. 
But none was available. Well, when 
those guys gave up only half of 
them were still alive. 

The next thing I did was sit 
down on a gravestone, got some 
dry toilet paper from my pack and 
wrote a letter to my mother. "Later 
I could never make her understand 
why I had written her on toilet 
paper," he laughed. 

Anyway, we got into some 
houses next and there was a fracas 
going on. The local folks brought 
a woman who was a Dutch Nazi 
and they wanted me to search her. 
"Nothing doing," I said but they 
insisted and finally we watched as 
they frisked her. Sure enough, she 
had a pistol on her. We moved 
another hundred yards or so along 
the street into Zutphen till we ran 
into more sniper fire. We got into 
a large police station and stayed 
there. The next day, April 7, we 
pulled out of the city altogether. 
The S tormont , D u n d a s and 
Glengarry Highlanders took over 
our position. 

"Did you get a lot of recognition 
for leading the first men into the 
city, Russell?" I asked. "Are you 
kidding," he said . "High 
Command had decided that the 
men from 8th Brigade should be 

I took it easy the next day, but 
in the morning of April 6 I got into 
action again. We had taken the 
town of Warnsveld on April 5 but 
only one kilometre away, at the 
edge of the city of Zutphen there 
were lots of enemy soldiers still 
and they were sniping at us. So 
nobody was on the street when 
from our side a jeep and a truck 
came along. They kept right on 
rolling, apparently not knowing 
where the enemy was. Half way 
between Warnsveld and Zutphen 
the enemy machine guns opened 
up. The officer in the truck was 
killed. The driver and several men 
in the truck were injured, but they 
managed to get back to Warnsveld 
on foot. 

A lieutenant called us together 
and said, "There is lots of 
chocolates and cigarettes in that 
truck. Any volunteers to get that 
vehicle back here?" Nobody said 
a word. So I couldn't keep my big 
mouth shut. "It's a piece of cake, 
lieutenant, as long as you get the 
Germans out of that [Zutphen] 
cemetery there." 

"Well, Jackson, you go right 
ahead and do that." So here I was 



the first ones in and become the 
official liberators. All I got was a 
bawling out." 

And indeed, even in the official 
war diary of the North Novas you 
will not find a word about 
Jackson's exploits. It says that they 
North Novas got into Zutphen on 
April 7 and that it was easy. Well a 
few hours after Russell took the 
cemetery of April 6, men from the 
Régiment de la Chaudière got into 
Zutphen on the other side of the 
Berkel river, a little further north. 
It was anything but easy. It was 
lucky for them that the cemetery 
had been cleared, but they still lost 
nine men killed when they got into 
that part of the city later that 
afternoon. 

I es t imate t ha t over 70 
Canadian soldiers died for the 
l iberat ion of Warnsveld and 
Zutphen. Eight of them were North 
Novas. Sergeant Russell Jackson 
did well in keeping himself and his 
me alive while clearing some 
important enemy positions. Bert 
Harmsen and I will always 
remember him fondly as a brave 
friend. 

Rev. Henk Dykman 
Guelph, ON 

(Rev. Dykman has contributed two 
previous articles to Canadian 
Military History. The Spring 1995 
issue contains his account of the 
liberation of his hometown of 
Leesten, just outside of Zutphen. 

An article in the Autumn 1995 
i ssue r ecoun t s the recent 
dedicat ion of a memorial to 
Canadian war dead in Warnsveld.) 

Dear Sir, 

Iwould like to bring to your 
attention that the sketch on page 

24 of the Autumn 1997 issue of 
Canadian Military History of 
Major-General Turner credited to 
K. Stratheroy is incorrect. The 
artist responsible is Captain R.G. 
Mathews. Mathews was born in 
Montreal in 1870 and listed "artist" 
as his occupat ion prior to 
enlistment. During the First World 
War he served with the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force as Quarter­
master in the Canadian Army 
Medical Corps. He was discharged 
in April 1919 and settled in the 
British Isles. 

J.R.G. Edwards 
Powell River, BC 

Dear Sir, 

Tioroughly enjoyed the Autumn 
1997 issue of CMH. Well done! 

It was particularly pleasing to see 
Sir Richard Turner, VC, covered in 
the well-writ ten art icle "The 
Dashing Subaltern" by Thomas P. 
Leppard. It will be required 
reading for Dragoons. 

A book on Turner is overdue. 

Major-General Clive Milner 
Colonel, The Royal Canadian 

Dragoons 
Kingston, ON 

Dear Sir, 

Irecently re-read my copy of 
Canad ian Military History, 

Volume 5 Number 2 and have a 
comment on a term in Ron 
Sorobey's article on Filip Konowal, 
VC. It was an excellent story. 

May I say I am a serious arms 
collector with some 60 years 
experience in the Militia and 
Regular Force starting prior to the 
Second World War. 

On page 47 it states, "Armed 
only with a couple of grenades and 
an Enfield rifle...," to the best of 
my knowledge what Konowal was 
carrying was an SMLE Mk.III* .303 
(A Short Magazine Lee Enfield 
Mark III*). The "Enfield" of the 
1914-1918 period was the Rifle 
Magazine .303 Pattern 1914, which 
was not issued to Canadian troops 
except in rare occasions as sniper 
equipment. Canadian snipers 
generally preferred to use the Ross 
rifle. 

This may all be "old hat" to you, 
but the 1914 Enfield was not a 
good rapid fire rifle and did not 
withstand mud and dirt as did the 
SMLE. It had a Mauser-style bolt 
rather than a Lee bolt. 

With respect may I suggest that 
in articles on WWI or WWII the then 
current term should be used for 
arms, etc. 

James H. MacKendrick 
Sidney, BC 
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