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At one time, virtually every 
community in Canada was 

home to a platoon, company, 
headquarters or an entire bat­
talion or regiment. Units like the 
10th Brant Dragoons, the Prince 
Albert and Battleford Volunteers, 
Les Chasseur Canadiens, or the 
76th Colchester and Hants Ri­
fles are but a few. Some earned 
many battle honours overseas, 
while others never ventured far­
ther than summer camp at Camp 
Hughes or Petawawa. To many 
people, a commission in a proud 
militia regiment was an impor­
tant achievement. These sol­
diers provided the basis for army 
expansion in wartime. Politi­
cians also called upon some regi­
ments to act as an emergency 
force to maintain order during 
civil disturbances. 

Most of these regiments have 
disappeared. Force reductions, 
reduced enrolment, amalgama­
tion, disbandment or deletion 
have taken their toll. As each 
unit disappeared, so did a part of 
our history. Often they left little 
or no record. Indeed, many books 
covering the history of Canadian 
army units trace only the lineage 
of those regiments and corps that 
exist today. 

The twenty year effort of one 
military historian has changed 
all this. The three volume A 
Marchpast of the Canadian Army 
Past and Present con t a in s the 

h is tory of every C a n a d i a n regi­
m e n t a n d m u c h , m u c h more . 
Wray H u g h e s served as a s ignal­
ler wi th the 1st C a n a d i a n Para ­
c h u t e Bat ta l ion in t h e Second 
World *War. He l anded in Nor­
m a n d y on 6 J u n e 1944 a n d la ter 
c rossed t h e Rhine in 1945. Fol­
lowing the war , he served in Ko­
rea, t h e Congo, Wes t Ge rmany 
and C a n a d a . More recent ly, he 
was in t imate ly involved in t h e 
p l ann ing a n d init ial cons t ruc t ion 
of Calgary 's M u s e u m of t h e Regi­
m e n t s . Military h is tory h a s al­
ways b e e n h i s love a n d h i s ency­
clopedic memory a s t o n i s h e s eve­
ryone h e m e e t s . H u g h e s m a d e 
u s e of Army Genera l Orde r s , Mi­
litia Orders , reg imenta l h is tor ies , 
d o c u m e n t s a n d i n t e r v i e w s i n 
compiling the extensive informa­
tion for t h i s book. 

Volume 1 covers t h e corps , 
s u c h as t h e Corps of Military 
Staff Clerks , a n d cavalry regi­
m e n t s ; Volume 2 descr ibes t h e 
l ineage of over 2 0 0 infantry regi­
m e n t s ; Volume 3 provides an or­
der of ba t t le of the C a n a d i a n a rmy 
corps , divisions, b r igades a n d re­
serve ba t t a l i ons in t h e Fi rs t a n d 
Second World w a r s . E a c h regi­
m e n t a l en t ry provides a synops i s 
o f t h e o r ig in , h o m e s t a t i o n , 
m a r c h , colours , pe rpe tua t ion , al­
l i ances , a m a l g a m a t i o n s , ba t t l e 
h o n o u r s a n d fate of a pa r t i cu l a r 
un i t . T h r o u g h o u t a re excellent 
images of the va r ious he lme t a n d 
cap ins ignia worn a n d facsimiles 
of the u n i t co lours . Par t icular ly 
s t r ik ing a n d well p r o d u c e d are 
t h e m u l t i - c o l o u r e d f o r m a t i o n 
p a t c h e s of t h e C a n a d i a n divi­
s ions , wh ich have never b e e n 
pub l i shed in colour. A synops i s 
on each format ion is a lso pro­
vided. 

E a s y reference is a s s i s t e d by a 
de t a i l ed i ndex , re f lec t ing t h e 
t h e m e of e a c h volume. The only 
flaws are the occas iona l typo-
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graphical error, some unusual 
syntax, and the lack of a detailed 
bibliography. Despite these mi­
nor complaints, A Marchpast of 
the Canadian Army Past and 
Present is the only reference work 
which can be consulted exclu­
sively to learn about every regi­
ment in the Canadian army. Not 
only should military historians 
be pleased with this achievement, 
but every Canadian as well, since 
a long and proud part of our 
history has finally been pre­
served. 

Captain John R. Grodzinski 
Director of Public Affairs 

and Historian, 
Museum of the Regiments 

Calgary, Alberta 
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