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Canadian historians have paid little attention 
to the transit ion from peace to w a r in late 

Augus t and early Sep tember 1939. Jona than 
V a n c e ' s a w a r d - w i n n i n g Death So Noble: 

Memory, Meaning and the First World War 

( 1 9 9 7 ) d o e s a m a r v e l o u s j o b o f s u r v e y i n g 
att i tudes towards w a r in the w a k e of the Great 
War, but it does not expand into the start of the 
Second. C.P. Stacey 's official history, Six Years 

of War, devotes only minimal space to exploring 
the transition, focusing instead on the activities 
of Canadian servicemen and women. The dozens 
of militia histories writ ten by the units after the 
war dwell on the fighting, not the training. 

A f t e r t e l l i n g o f t h e s t o r y o f T o r o n t o ' s 

exper ience of the first months of the Second 

World War, it is possible to reflect on w h y events 

unfolded as they did. Communi ty reaction to the 

t ransformation of Toronto ' s militia force into 

Canadian Act ive Service Force ( C A S F ) uni ts 

provides a w i n d o w into the wor ld of late Augus t 

a n d ear ly S e p t e m b e r 1939 . T h r o u g h w h a t 

process did this body of militia m e n t ransform 

themselves into the backbone of First Canadian 

A r m y ? H o w many of them volunteered to serve 

the Empire in the second continental European 

war in a generat ion? H o w did Toronto ' s cit izens 

respond to the need to equip another generat ion 

of its sons wi th the tools of war? 

The militia was undergo ing someth ing of a 
renaissance in the months leading up to the 
outbreak of the Second World War. Throughou t 
most of the 1930s, civil ians ignored the mili t ia 
and governments starved it of funds. Adolf Hitler 
changed all that. In late s u m m e r 1939, as w a r 
clouds ga thered over Europe, the mili t ia was 
doing its best to prepare for a w a r it v i ewed as 
increasingly likely. The popular media began to 

take notice of the much-mal igned organization. 

I t s e e m e d i m p o r t a n t f o r C a n a d i a n s t o 

unders tand someth ing of the largest mil i tary 

organization in the country, the Non-Permanent 

Act ive Mili t ia ( N P A M ) . Repor te r Joseph Lister 

Rutledge was sent by Maclean's to Niagara Camp 

in early Augus t 1939 to wri te an article on the 

mi l i t i a . 1 L i k e his c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , R u t l e d g e 

nei ther unders tood nor apprec ia ted wha t the 

mili t ia did. His ass ignment w a s to expla in the 

inexpl icable . W h y w o u l d anyone volunteer to 

spend two w e e k s each s u m m e r under canvas , 

exposed to the mud, dirt, and scorching heat of 

a southern Ontar io s u m m e r ? A n y i l lusions he 

might have had about a footloose and fancy-free 

vacat ion were quickly dispel led. T h e men w o k e 

early and laboured under the intense heat of 

early Augus t . T h e w e l c o m e relief of an early 

afternoon rainshower was shortlived as training 

fields were churned into a sea of mud . "Private 

Jones" endured it all, even managing a smile as 

he lay prostrate in the muck . 

Money could not explain their behaviour. The 
princely sum of $ 1.20 a day earned by each man 
for his service w a s s igned over to his unit to 
he lp pay for equ ipmen t that a cash-s ta rved 
federal gove rnmen t w o u l d not provide . T h e s e 
m e n w e r e not d r a w n from the ranks of the 
unemployed . Mili t ia units could not afford to 
support men w h o did not have their own source 
of income. Tra in ing camps were filled with men 
f rom all w a l k s of l ife: f rom t e n e m e n t s a n d 
university fraternities; from military families and 
church groups; from stores and factories; from 
modes t h o m e s and elite social c lubs. 

C a n a d i a n c u l t u r a l v a l u e s o f f e r e d n o 
justification either. Canadians, Rutledge argued, 
were accus tomed to " looking d o w n our noses 
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even at our own militia." Proud of their 

reputat ion as an unmil i tary people , Canadians 

were con temptuous of those "just p lay ing at 

soldiers ." T h e m e n w h o subjected themselves 

to military discipline in their free time, therefore, 

were not doing so because of social pressure, 

but in spite of it. 

Rutledge emphasized that his own attitudes 

were close to the prevail ing Canadian mood . He 

did so to ensure that he was not d i smissed as 

another one of "those military people" 

w h o s h o u t e d a t the w i n d 

about the necessi ty of 

p r e p a r i n g f o r w a r . 

Quite to the contrary, 

h e h a d a l w a y s b e e n 

u n i n t e r e s t e d w h e n i t 

came to mili tary affairs. 

Faced wi th the reali ty of 

t h o u s a n d s o f e m p l o y e d 

men using their spare t ime 

to train in the art of war, 

R u t l e d g e w a s i m p r e s s e d , 

c h a n g e d h i s m i n d , a n d 

devoted the rest of his article 

to in t roducing Canadians to 

t h e i r m i l i t i a . A f t e r a l l , h e 

reasoned, "Any enthusiasm that 

can make fifty thousand men, of 

all classes, give up the major part 

of their spare t ime, and some of 

their liberties, and work amazingly 

h a r d a t n o f i n a n c i a l g a i n t o 

themselves , mus t have a ge rm of 

greatness in it." These men were the 

vanguard of a g rowing b o d y of Canad ians w h o 

were increasingly a la rmed at the deter iorat ion 

of relat ions wi th Adol f Hitler 's Ge rmany . These 

m e n r e a l i z e d , e v e n as the p r o s p e c t s o f a 

European war grew, that if there was going to be 

a war , "the smar t th ing w o u l d be to k n o w 

someth ing about soldiering." Life at a mili t ia 

training c a m p also offered rewards in the form 

o f s e l f - e s t e e m , p h y s i c a l t r a i n i n g , a n d 

comradeship . It was for these reasons, tangible 

and intangible, Rutiedge concluded, that the men 

gave so m u c h of themselves . 

Rutledge was writing as the world continued 

to spin towards the chaos of the S e c o n d Wor ld 

War. Almos t ten years into the wors t depression 

Wes te rn countr ies had ever exper ienced, the 

w o r l d w a s p e r c h e d on the b r ink of war . In 

defiance of the wes te rn powers , Ado l f Hitler 's 
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German armies d ad annexed Czechoslovakia in 
March 1939. Later that summer , Bri tain and 
France guaran teed Poland 's frontiers against 
G e r m a n at tack and began negot ia t ions for an 
alliance with Soviet Russia. Much to the surprise 
o f the w e s t e r n p o w e r s , i t w a s H i t l e r w h o 
succeeded in striking an agreement with Russian 
leader Joseph Stalin. Only nine days after the 
2 1 A u g u s t 1 9 3 9 G e r m a n - R u s s i a n N o n -
Aggress ion Pact w a s declared, G e r m a n tanks 

r o l l e d a c r o s s the P o l i s h b o r d e r . 
Unable to check Hitler 's advances 
wi th d iplomat ic pressure , Bri tain 
and France declared war against 
Germany on 3 September. Canada 
fol lowed suit one w e e k later. 

Toron ton ians learned on 26 

August 1939 that the militia had 

been cal led to report for duty 

to protect Canad ian coastal 

d e f e n c e s a n d v u l n e r a b l e 

industrial points. As tensions 

mounted in Europe, citizens 

wro te letters to the editor 

c o n d e m n i n g C a n a d i a n 

Pr ime Minister Mackenzie 

King for failing to trumpet 

Canada ' s suppor t of the 

E m p i r e . O n e w r i t e r 

s y m p a t h i z e d w i t h a n 

editorial publ i shed in 

t h e Globe and Mail 

c^M y 3 ~ " w h i c h c r i t i c ized K ing ' s 

unwi l l ingness to go on record in 

suppor t of Britain: "I agree wi th your v iews 

about the si lence of our polit ical leaders at this 

t ime, and feel deeply humi l ia ted thereby. To 

soothe my consc ience I forward this m e m o to 

y o u r i n f l u e n t i a l n e w s p a p e r . S o m e p o e t 

art iculates my thoughts far bet ter than I could 

ever hope to: 'Now, w h e n the shackles for our 

lips are forging, s i lence is c r ime ." 2 

T h e deter iora t ing in ternat ional s i tuat ion 
p r o m p t e d T o r o n t o C i ty C o u n c i l t o ca l l a n 
emergency sess ion on 28 Augus t . In its wake , 
M a y o r R a l p h C . D a y r e q u e s t e d t h a t t he 
Depa r tmen t of Nat ional Defence supply t roops 
to guard the city's public utilities. Immediately , 
local militia units we re placed on 24-hour duty 
at wa te r works , filter stat ions, hydro-electr ic 
facilities, and other vital points around the city. 
As the crisis mounted, Ontario Premier Mitchell 
H e p b u r n a n n o u n c e d tha t i f the C a n a d i a n 



Toronton ians mill a round ou ts ide the Globe & Mail awa i t ing w o r d on the dec la ra t ion of war, 2 S e p t e m b e r 1939 . 

government cal led for enl is tment for overseas 

service, employees of the provincial government 

w h o wished to volunteer w o u l d be granted an 

immediate leave of absence. Leaders of the city's 

other major employers fol lowed his lead: j o b s 

and seniority wou ld be protected in the event of 

war. 

Toronto ' s evening newspapers were filled 

w i t h c o n t e m p t u o u s c o m m e n t s a t K i n g ' s 

continued silence after Hitler's tanks crossed the 

Polish border. Toron ton ians were incensed at 

Hitler 's unprovoked attack, and city officials 

were concerned that c rowds w o u l d vent their 

f rus t r a t ion o n v i s i b l e s y m b o l s o f G e r m a n 

nationalism. Germany's pavilion at the Canadian 

National Exhibi t ion ( C N E ) w a s quiet ly taken 

down on 1 Sep tember as a c rowd of on lookers 

watched. Posters proclaiming Germany's virtues 

and statues symbolizing its g rowing power were 

c o n s i g n e d to the t rash b in . No o n e in the 

strangely quiet crowd of over a thousand citizens 

m o v e d t o s t o p t h e w o r k e r s . I n s i d e t h e 

Internat ional Building, however , ci t izens were 

more boisterous, cheering a C N E employee w h o 

had c l imbed a ladder to pull d o w n the letters 

spell ing out Germany . One elderly w o m a n w h o 

had wi tnessed the trials and tr ibulations of the 

Great War shouted her approval: "Go ahead, pull 

it down." 3 

Every T o r o n t o mil i t ia uni t h o p e d that i t 

w o u l d be g iven the dis t inct ion of be ing a m o n g 

the first to mobilize. The 48th Highlanders, Royal 

R e g i m e n t o f Canada , a n d T o r o n t o Sco t t i sh 

Reg imen t (Mach ine G u n ) were chosen. Other 

local militia units, the Queen 's O w n Rifles, Irish 

Regiment, and Governor General 's Horse Guard, 

wou ld have to wait . The officers of the first three 

units, along with their colleagues in local artillery 

and suppor t units , rece ived w o r d at 7 pm on 1 

September to mobil ize. With in 90 minutes, they 

c o n v e n e d i n l o c a l a r m o u r i e s t o d i s c u s s 

procedure . O n 2 September , units of the N P A M 

paraded and asked their m e m b e r s to volunteer 

for the newly- fo rmed Canad ian Act ive Service 

Force . These newly-des ignated units were to be 

act ive serv ice ba t ta l ions sponso red by their 

home regiments. M e n could volunteer wi th their 

comrades from the militia, and go to w a r under 

the banner of their m u c h be loved h o m e uni ts . 4 

T h e response w a s overwhelming . Al l across 

the city, militia m e n left families, loved ones, and 

col leagues to proceed to the armouries to report 

for service. On a ra in-soaked, h u m i d evening, 

Toronto took its first steps towards participation 

in the g rowing w a r in Europe . M a n y cit izens 

braved the dreary weather, and proceeded to the 

a rmour ies to wi tness the gather ing of the city's 

forces. Bayone t s f lashed in the darkness as 

sentr ies s tood gua rd at the en t rance to the 
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armouries . Res idents could hear the shrill call 

of the bagpipes as the 48th Highlanders began 

to drill. For the first t ime in a generation, citizens 

heard the sound of rifle butts striking pavement 

throughout the night . 5 

T o r o n t o n i a n s l e a r n e d tha t B r i t a i n h a d 
declared war on Germany as they turned on their 
radios on Sunday morning, 3 Sep tember 1939. 
The official word was not received until 6:16 am 
(Eastern T i m e ) , w h e n mos t city residents were 
still in their beds . T h e streets were only ju s t 
beginning to c o m e to life w h e n Brit ish Pr ime 
Min is te r Jo seph Chamber l a in ' s w o r d s w e r e 
c a b l e d t o n e w s p a p e r o f f i c e s : " . . . a n d i n 
c o n s e q u e n c e th i s c o u n t r y i s a t w a r w i t h 
G e r m a n y . " M a n y p e o p l e l e a r n e d o f t h e 
declaration as they passed by newspaper offices 
where extras were displayed. Street car drivers 
s topped their buses to a l low travellers to read 
the latest bullet ins. 6 

For most Torontonians, Canada's declaration 

of war was a mere formali ty. T h e y unders tood 

that King wou ld convene Par l iament to discuss 

Canada 's part icipat ion, bu t the ou tcome w a s 

never in doubt . Ci t izens spoke to reporters of 

their dedicat ion to the cause, and the necessi ty 

of defeating Hitler. There was little of the naked 

enthus iasm for war of Augus t 1914, however . 

T h e c i t izens o f 1939 d r e w u p o n expe r i ence 

unavai lable 25 years earlier. T h e y unders tood 

that a continental European war would not be a 

brief and glorious meeting of honourable armies. 

Residents knew that the conflict wou ld be long, 

that sacrifices would be great, and that they were 

jus t at the beginning. W h e n residents filed out 

of the churches on Sunday morn ing , the m o o d 

was somber but their commitment to victory was 

profound. 

Later that afternoon, ci t izens learned that 

civil ians were targets. T h e papers told of a n e w 

ho r ro r , r e m i n i s c e n t o f the s i n k i n g o f the 

passenger ship Lusitania in February 1915, 

dur ing the First World War. At 8:59 pm (3:59 

Eas te rn T i m e ) on 3 September , less than 24 

h o u r s after Br i t a in ' s d e c l a r a t i o n of war , a 

G e r m a n submar ine torpedoed the passenger 

liner Athenia 200 miles off Ireland. At least 66 

of its more than 1,300 passengers were from 

T o r o n t o . Ea r ly repor t s i nd ica t ed tha t m o s t 

passengers had been removed safely to lifeboats, 

but that an unde te rmined number of c rew and 

passengers were kil led in the initial explosion. 

Despera te re la t ives s to rmed n e w s p a p e r and 

radio offices looking for news of loved ones . For 

one , long night , no further informat ion w a s 

available. 

T h e dawn of a n e w day brought some relief. 

Repor t s indicated that a lmost 1,000 survivors 

had been pul led from lifeboats and taken to 

safety at Galway, Ireland. Several hundred others 

w e r e no t so for tuna te . T o r p e d o e s k i l led an 

undisclosed number of people, while others were 

hur led from the ship by the force of the blast 

a n d d r o w n e d . I n the d a r k n e s s , p a n i c k e d 

passenge r s caused m o r e casual t ies as they 

rushed for lifeboats, sending several more people 

to their deaths in the frigid waters of the Nor th 

At lan t i c . In a final ges tu re of def iance , the 

depar t ing G e r m a n U-boa t l aunched two shells 

at the dying ship and its d i sgorged lifeboats 

before d isappear ing into the depths . Toronto ' s 

casual ty total, however , was relat ively light. In 

the two days that the newspapers gave detai led 

l ist ings of those lost at sea, the n a m e of only 

one local resident appeared: Mrs . Joseph G. 

Barr ington of 54 K n o x A v e n u e had died, whi le 

her 12-year-old son survived. 7 

As the city learned of the fate of Athenia's 

passengers, militia units continued to attest their 
members into the CASF. Typical of other Toronto 
units, the Toronto Scottish Regiment , under the 
c o m m a n d of Lieutenant -Colonel Chr is topher 
C r a i g T h o m p s o n , e x a m i n e d m o r e t han 8 0 
p e r c e n t o f i t s N P A M s o l d i e r s w h o h a d 
volunteered for overseas service. Across the city, 

T h e passenge r sh ip Athenia, sunk on 3 S e p t e m b e r 1939 w i th the loss of 112 l ives inc lud ing a Toron ton ian . 



A Toronto Scot t ish R e g i m e n t recru i t ing tab le ou ts ide the i r a rmoury , 3 S e p t e m b e r 1939 . 

at least 90 percent of the serving officers of the 

N P A M volunteered. T h e first Medica l Boards 

were established at Grace Hospital to begin the 

process of evaluat ing the fitness of these m e n . 8 

T h e m e n in charge of t raining Toron to ' s 

infantry battalions were well qualified to oversee 

the process. In the First World War, many of the 

men selected to lead the overseas battalions had 

been polit ically appointed, result ing in officers 

wi th little or no mili tary exper ience . T h e same 

could not be said of the first cont ingent in the 

S e c o n d W o r l d W a r . L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l 

T h o m p s o n had decades of mil i tary training. In 

Augus t 1914 he was 20 years old and part of 

the Varsi ty Tra in ing Corps . He was s tudying to 

b e a n a rch i t ec t w h e n w a r i n t e r v e n e d , b u t 

volunteered as a cavalry officer and eventual ly 

served as an engineer, pioneer, sapper, infantry 

and staff officer, and military detective. Despite 

being w o u n d e d and gassed, T h o m p s o n served 

as a captain of the N P A M Governor General ' s 

Body Guards after the war. On the day the 

T o r o n t o S c o t t i s h R e g i m e n t w a s f o r m e d , 

T h o m p s o n volunteered, r ising to the rank of 

Lieutenant-Colonel in the fall of 1938. W h e n the 

regiment was ordered to mobi l ize , T h o m p s o n 

was one of the first to pass the medical e x a m . 9 

Milit ia units had a peace t ime strength of 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 0 0 m e n . T h e n e w C A S F 

battalions, however, needed more than 800 men 

to reach full complement . T h e y d rew from their 

N P A M paren t r e g i m e n t s , bu t n e e d e d to fill 

r emain ing spots wi th civi l ian-soldiers . T h e call 

wen t out for volunteers , and the response was 

predic table . T h o u s a n d s volunteered . Fac ing a 

deluge of recruits , recrui t ing officers a l lowed 

only the bes t physica l spec imens to take the 

medical exam. Fewer than half of the civi l ians 

ga ined ent ry in to the inner s a n c t u m of the 

a rmour ies : m a n y gr izzled Great War veterans 

and enthusiast ic youths were forced to wa tch 

from the outside. Artillery officers were similarly 

inundated, and took great pains to ensure that 

o n l y the b e s t w e r e s e l e c t e d . C o l o n e l O . S . 

Hol l inrake of Toron to ' s 23rd M e d i u m Battery, 

Roya l Canad ian Art i l lery ( R C A ) w a s typical o f 

militia c o m m a n d e r s in in terv iewing each and 

every candidate seeking a p lace in his unit. 

Ac ros s the city, 500 m e n were p rocessed each 

day. 1 0 

T h e T o r o n t o Scot t ish Reg imen t announced 

that it wou ld begin accepting volunteers at 8 am 

on Monday , 4 September . However , so many 

candidates ga thered on Sunday afternoon in 

anticipation of Monday ' s recruiting session that 

officers b rought out a table and began taking 

names. "There were so many men standing about 

wan t ing to jo in , " one mili t ia officer explained, 

"we thought we might as wel l start r ight away." 
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Labourers, skilled and white-collar workers all 
anxiously awaited their interview. Those men 
who were under 18 or over 45 left 
disappointed. 1 1 Almost 2,000 men gave their 
names to recruiting officers in the first two days. 
Local militia units scrambled to keep up with 
the paperwork. They anticipated being able to 
process all NPAM soldiers through medical 
boards by 8 September, then begin the process 
of examining the hordes of would-be civilian 
soldiers. The number of medical boards at Grace 
Hospital was expanded to fourteen to handle the 
application surge. Eventually, mobilized units 
would take to barracks at the CNE, but in the 
meantime men trained during the day and 
returned home at night. 1 2 

With an enormous number of men from 
which to choose, medical officers applied 
physical standards rigorously. Of the 275 men 
lucky enough to be allowed into one recruiting 
office on 4 September to face the medical 
officers, 75 were rejected. Throughout the city, 
35 to 45 percent of all applicants were refused.1 3 

As the waves of volunteers continued to descend 

A doc to r e x a m i n e s a new recrui t for the 48 th H igh landers , 

5 S e p t e m b e r 1939 . 

upon local units, militia officers raised standards 
further. Newspapers announced that if men were 
under 5 feet 7 inches tall (3 inches taller than 
the minimum height required by official 
standards), or under 140 pounds, they need not 
trouble themselves to volunteer. 

Despite their best efforts, militia units could 
not complete paperwork as quickly as men 
volunteered. The 48th Highlanders stopped 
accepting new men on 7 September at 11 am 
because it had run out of attestation forms. The 
Royal Regiment of Canada was similarly 
overwhelmed, forcing it to notify prospective 
recruits to return in a few days once clerks 
caught up on paperwork. Infantry units were not 
the only ones inundated by applications. 
Toronto's 15th Field Battery, RCA, stopped 
taking the names of applicants on 6 September 
unless the men had particularly outstanding 
qualifications.1 4 

Equipment shortages compounded the 
problems of surplus personnel. The newly 
formed CASF units reca l led the N P A M 
equipment and re-issued it to CASF battalions 
in an attempt to outfit active service volunteers 
properly. Even with this measure, many soldiers 
paraded in civilian clothes, and wore out their 
cheap civilian shoes on route marches. Many of 
Toronto's citizens came forward with offers of 
clothing, transportation, accommodation, and 
all manner of personal services in a bid to 
alleviate the suffering of local soldiers. Despite 
these efforts, equipment shortages persisted for 
weeks . 1 5 As staff officers scrambled to find 
equipment, Toronto's CASF units began the long 
process of training. The University and Fort York 
armouries rang out with calls of drill sergeants. 
Civilians passing by could easily tell the 
difference between former NPAM soldiers and 
their new civilian-soldier comrades. Raw recruits 
struggled painfully with the rudiments of drill, 
looking comical in their civilian clothes. 

As training proceeded, politicians gathered 
in Ottawa for a special session of the House of 
Commons. On 10 September, Prime Minister 
King announced that Parliament had declared 
war on Germany. The announcement triggered 
only passing commentary in the Toronto papers. 
An editorial in the Star was typical: "Canada is 
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n o w off ic ia l ly a t war . Bu t C a n a d a ' s fo rma l 

declarat ion s imply puts into w o r d s wha t has 

been true in all but the most technical sense ever 

s i n c e a s i m i l a r d e c l a r a t i o n w a s m a d e b y 

Britain." 1 6 While constitutional experts may have 

argued about whether or not Canada was legally 

a t w a r w h e n Br i t a in w a s a t war , "to m o s t 

Canadians this became an academic question." 

There was no surprise w h e n King announced 

C a n a d a ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n . " C a l m l y a n d 

unf l inchingly ," local res idents accep ted the 

n e w s . 1 7 None of the C A S F units recorded the 

s i g n i f i c a n c e o f 1 0 S e p t e m b e r . T h e 4 8 t h 

H igh l ande r s diar is t r e c o r d e d on ly that o n e 

Medical Board had continued evaluating recruits 

during the morning, adding another eighty-five 

men to unit s t rength . 1 8 

Canada's status as a declared belligerent did 
nothing to change enl is tment pat terns. Uni ts 
a l r e a d y a u t h o r i z e d t o r e c r u i t t o w a r t i m e 
es tabl ishment cont inued to accept volunteers . 
L a r g e l i n e u p s i n f ront o f l o c a l a r m o u r i e s 
continued. M a n y Amer ican citizens crossed the 
border to enlist wi th T o r o n t o forces, only to be 
told that without British citizenry, they were not 
e l i g i b l e . P o l i s h i m m i g r a n t s w e r e s i m i l a r l y 
rejected. C o m m a n d i n g officers were interested 
only in Bri t i sh subjects w i th "vast mi l i t a ry 
exper ience." 1 9 

The intense compet i t ion for p laces in the 

C A S F resulted in the acceptance of a different 

kind of soldier in 1939. Recrui ts in 1939 were 

" b i g g e r , o l d e r , t o u g h e r , a n d m u c h m o r e 

disi l lusioned than those w h o answered the call 

to the colours in 1914. M a n for m a n they are 

physical ly stronger, four to six years older, and 

ever so m u c h more hardboi led . T h e y all k n o w 

what they are in for, but don't care." There were 

s o m a n y m e n s e e k i n g t o e n r o l l t h a t a l l 

volunteers, regardless of rank or experience, had 

to s ign on as pr ivates; several former officers, 

up to the rank of Major, did not hesitate to offer. 

The average 48th Highlander recruit was twenty-

nine years old and over five feet, n ine inches 

tall. Seven ty - f ive pe rcen t h a d qui t a j o b to 

volunteer , and 40 percent were marr ied . T h e 

T o r o n t o Scot t i sh R e g i m e n t ra ised its he igh t 

s tandard even higher, to five feet, e leven inches. 

T h e first thing that candidates had to do before 

mee t ing wi th recrui t ing officers w a s to satisfy 

height requirements . If wou ld -be soldiers failed 

to stand taller than the marked post at the entry 

to the armour ies , they were sent h o m e . 2 0 

M a n y rejected volunteers wro te to the Star 

to protest against the system being used to select 

soldiers. One candidate w a s six feet tall and 26 

years of age, but was rejected for defective teeth. 

Citing the fact that this war would not be a "tooth-

and-fang-thing," the prospective recruit lamented 

the fac t tha t t he m i l i t a r y w o u l d n o t t a k e 

advantage of his abili ty to "carry a pack load 

through any bush in Ontario." Another fifty-year-

old ve teran w h o had served as a cook in the 

Great War and prepared meals in lumber camps, 

hotels , ships and s u m m e r resorts was rejected 

Royal Canad ian Art i l lery recrui ts , in a mix of c iv i l ian a n d mi l i tary d ress , wa i t to be t aken a w a y for the i r bas ic t ra in ing , 10 S e p t e m b e r 1939. 



shouts of encouragemen t from local residents . 

Drill and route marches filled the remainder of 

the day. Dismissed at 4:30 am, Chat ter ley had 

t ime to go for a two-hour swim before taking his 

wife to an after-dinner show. After five such days, 

Chat ter ley 's unit w a s formally incorpora ted as 

"C" Company, 48th Highlanders , receiving their 

personal weapons the following day. "Taking up 

arms," Chat ter ley noted, w o u l d never again be 

an abstract concep t . 2 7 

As individual m e n s t ruggled wi th training, 

mili t ia officers con t inued to prepare the C N E 

grounds to serve as barracks for Toronto 's 7,000 

soldiers . Signif icant renovat ions were required 

before the grounds could accommodate so many 

men . Priori ty p l acement w a s accorded those 

uni t s c h o s e n to f o r m par t of C a n a d a ' s 1st 

Division: the 48th Highlanders; Toronto Scottish 

R e g i m e n t ; 2 n d F i e ld Park C o m p a n y , R o y a l 

C a n a d i a n E n g i n e e r s ( R C E ) ; a n d D i v i s i o n a l 

Signals , N o . 2 C o m p a n y . 2 8 

The Toron to Scott ish and 48th Highlanders 

r ece ived m o s t o f the n e w suppl ies . Desp i t e 

priority placement , shortages continued. By the 

end of September, machine guns arrived for the 

headquarters . After the war, he jo ined the 48th 

Highlanders as a captain, and served throughout 

the interwar period, assuming c o m m a n d of the 

Reg iment in Apr i l 1939 . 2 4 

Chipman peppered Chatterley with a barrage 

of quest ions, not the least of wh ich was , " H o w 

serious are you about enlisting?" Having satisfied 

the C o m m a n d i n g Officer, Chat ter ley faced an 

even more unforgiving man, the medical officer. 

Eyes, ears, mouth, lungs, heart, agility, balance, 

and dexterity were all tested. Failure to pass any 

o f t h e s e t e s t s w o u l d r e su l t i n e x p u l s i o n ; 

Chatterley was among the 60 percent of recruits 

w h o passed. After filling out an income tax form 

and taking the oath of a l legiance, Chat ter ley 's 

new status was conf i rmed by a s imple greet ing 

of "Hi, soldier" from one of the unit 's o f f i ce rs . 2 5 

The possess ion of two things set Chat ter ley 

apart from the civilian population: an arm band 

of whi te , three-inch cotton; and a regimenta l 

number. Likening himself to Sir Walter Raleigh, 

Chatter ley was immense ly p roud of his n e w 

status. Since barracks a t the C N E were not yet 

ready to receive soldiers, Chat ter ley spent his 

first night as a soldier at home. When he reported 

for duty the following morn ing at 8:45 

am, the armour ies was already awash 

with soldiers. He quickly dis t inguished 

t h o s e i n u n i f o r m a s f o r m e r N P A M 

member s , whi le others , l ike himself, 

relied upon their whi te a rm band to 

indicate their martial intentions. A long 

w i t h h is n e w c o m r a d e s , C h a t t e r l e y 

s t rugg led to learn the r u d i m e n t s of 

d r i l l . 2 6 

By the afternoon of his first day of 

training, Chatterley was being fitted for 

a "skirt." Wi th great pr ide and a sense 

of connect ion wi th the p roud m e n w h o 

h a d w o r n i t be fo re h i m , C h a t t e r l e y 

accepted his Davidson tartan. Dressed 

as a soldier, Chat ter ley sett led into a 

rou t ine . He w o k e abou t 7 am, h a d 

breakfas t a t h o m e , and d o n n e d his 

uniform. He drove to the armour ies , 

arr iving at 8:30 am. Fifteen minutes 

later, the new High land soldiers began 

the i r m o r n i n g r o u t e m a r c h t o the 

U n i v e r s i t y o f T o r o n t o c a m p u s , 

accompanied by skerl ing bagpipes and 

Private G r a h a m Chat te r ley ( f ront row, r ight) on 

parade for the f irst t ime in his new un i fo rm. 



because he w a s too old . In bo th cases , the 

mil i tary had no difficulty filling p laces w i th 

candidates who met all physical and experiencial 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . T h e r e s u l t w a s t h e m o s t 

exper ienced, fit g roup of soldiers the city ever 

p roduced . 2 1 

Toron ton ians got their first g o o d look at 
these m e n on 16 September . Wi th their ranks 
a lmost filled, militia units took their first long 
marches through the city streets. Parading under 
the intense heat of a record-set t ing heat w a v e , 
soldiers left the armour ies , wen t th rough the 
University of Toronto campus, along Lake Shore 
Road , and through the C N E grounds . T h e city 
was filled wi th the sound of t roops s inging and 
civilians cheer ing . 2 2 

T h e parade demons t ra ted to city residents 

the incredible success of early recruiting efforts. 

M i l i t i a u n i t s h a d b e e n o r d e r e d b y t h e 

Depar tment of National Defence to recruit up to 

war t ime es tabl ishment by 21 September . Even 

m e t i c u l o u s m e d i c a l e x a m s a n d d e s p e r a t e 

e q u i p m e n t sho r t ages d id no t p r e v e n t loca l 

battalions and artillery units from meet ing their 

targets. T h e 48th Highlanders recrui ted up to 

s t rength by 15 September , a w e e k ahead of 

schedule . One day later, the Roya l Reg imen t of 

Canada suspended recrui t ing because officers 

bel ieved they had enough personnel . T h e unit 

was officially comple te on 19 September . T h e 

T o r o n t o S c o t t i s h R e g i m e n t w a s f i n i s h e d 

recrui t ing by 18 September . T h e exper ience of 

T o r o n t o ' s 15th F ie ld Bat te ry w a s typical of 

artillery units, reaching war t ime strength by 20 

S e p t e m b e r 1 9 3 9 . A l l u n i t s r e a c h e d the i r 

d e s i g n a t e d s t r eng th w i t h i n th ree w e e k s o f 

receiving the order to m o b i l i z e . 2 3 

S o m e measure of what i t was like to proceed 
through the enlistment process was captured in 
a n u n u s u a l s e r i e s o f l e t t e r s b y G r a h a m 
Chatterley, a local barber shop owner w h o wrote 
in the Globe and Mail of his early days as a 48th 
H i g h l a n d e r . W h e n mi l i t i a un i t s c a l l e d for 
recruits, Chatterley arranged to leave his barber 
shop under the direction of one of his employees 
unti l he re turned. Hav ing dec ided to enlist, 
Chatterley's first challenge was an interview with 
Lieutenant -Colonel J .H. Ch ipman , the Officer 
C o m m a n d i n g the 4 8 t h H i g h l a n d e r s . W h e n 
Chatterley sat down at the interview table to face 
his commander , he sat across from a m a n wi th 
decades of military experience. Chipman's career 
began w h e n he was 12 years old as bugle boy in 
the 71st Battal ion, c o m m a n d e d by his father. 
T e n years later, in 1915, he j o ined the 48th 
Highlanders as a lieutenant, and served overseas 
from D e c e m b e r 1915 until March 1917 wi th 
Toron to ' s 15th Bat ta l ion. He w o n a Mil i tary 
Cross and was twice ment ioned in despatches , 
but he was never wounded. When the war ended, 
C h i p m a n w a s G S 0 3 a t 1st Canad ian Divis ion 

G r a h a m Chat ter ley, a Toronto barber shop owner , vo lun tee red to jo in the 48 th H igh landers . He w ro te regular let ters to 

the Globe & Mail descr ib ing his expe r i ences . Here he is swear i ng his oa th of a l leg iance to the K ing , admin i s te red by 

Major W . B . Hendry . 



latter concessions were minor freedoms in wha t 

was a much more closely regimented existence: 

"reveille, 6 a.m.; sick parade, 6:30; breakfast , 

7:00; company parade, 8:15; c o m p a n y parade, 

1:30; battalion parade, 1:45; sick parade, 4:30; 

supper, 5:30; retreat, 6:00; first post, 9:30; last 

post, 10:00; l ights out, 10:15." 3 3 

As October unfolded, the 48th Highlanders 

were jo ined on the C N E grounds by the city's 

other units, beginning with the Toronto Scottish 

o n 1 0 O c t o b e r . G r a d u a l l y , t h e p h y s i c a l 

su r roundings of the C N E i m p r o v e d . Af ter a 

considerable delay, heat was finally turned on. 

Ki tchen staffs adjusted to the difficulties of 

cooking for large number s of men, and food 

quali ty improved . Severe personal equ ipment 

shortages persisted, however . As the October 

rains and cold weather settled over Toronto , one 

o f f i c e r c o n s i d e r e d t h e c l o t h i n g s i t u a t i o n 

" se r ious . " R e c r u i t s h a d o n l y o n e i s s u e o f 

clothing, no greatcoats or raincoats to protect 

them, and officers had not yet been able to find 

an adequate supply of boots. The number of men 

on sick parade remained high, posing problems 

for officers conducting larger unit manoeuvres . 3 4 

Having mas te red basic drill and w e a p o n s 

training, recruits had to pass one m o r e test 

b e f o r e p r o c e e d i n g t o l a r g e r un i t t r a i n i n g . 

Screaming, shouting, cursing, and bleeding were 

integral parts of this next stage: the dental check­

up. Three clinics began operations on 24 October 

to ensure that m e n serv ing overseas w o u l d not 

b e t r o u b l e d b y d e n t a l p r o b l e m s . T h e on ly 

difference for the pat ients be tween civil ian and 

mil i tary visi ts to the dent is t involved payment ; 

the King p icked up the tab for his so ld i e r s . 3 5 

As training proceeded , soldier and civil ian 

a l ike took t ime to m a r k the sacr i f ices of a 

p rev ious genera t ion . R e m e m b r a n c e D a y 1939 

s a w the ga ther ing of huge c rowds . A red poppy 

cou ld be seen on the lapel o f every j a c k e t . 

Thousands gathered around the cenotaph at City 

Hall to pay tr ibute to those w h o sacrificed so 

m u c h in the Grea t War. T h e c rowd ex tended 

d o w n B a y S t r ee t a s far a s R i c h m o n d , a n d 

hundreds more people wi tnessed the service 

from w i n d o w s and rooftops. At 11 am, a bell 

tol led e leven t imes, announc ing the beg inn ing 

of two minutes of silence. Squeal ing street cars, 

roaring traffic, bustl ing factories, and chattering 

pedest r ians were quiet as s i lence sett led over 

the city. The only sound that could be heard was 

the low h u m of an electric s ign above a local 

bus iness . M a n y cit izens quiet ly shed a tear in 

m e m o r y of sacrifices m a d e a quar te r -century 

ago . T w o minutes later, buglers shat tered the 

silence, sounding out Revei l le . 

T h e 48 th H igh landers enter the i r n e w quar te rs - conve r ted ho rse barns a t the C N E . 



Toron to Scott ish. Uni fo rms did not, so i t w a s 

an odd ly d re s sed g r o u p of so ld ie r s f rom B 

C o m p a n y that first took to the ranges at L o n g 

Branch. Of the 150 men present, jus t under half 

had served with the Toronto Scottish N P A M unit. 

Training began with the basics of range finding, 

and each c rew fired 250 rounds at targets only 

30 yards away to simulate at tacking infantry. 2 9 

Toronto 's military life did not evolve without 

some of the v ices c o m m o n l y associa ted wi th 

soldiering. In late September , three m e n from 

the Royal Reg imen t of Canada were p laced in 

custody of the guard on charges of drunkenness. 

Unfortunately, no detention room was available, 

so the guards had to spend an uncomfor tab le 

night holding the pr isoners in their o w n gua rd 

room. T h e three miscreants were not mode l 

pr isoners; they sc reamed and carr ied on all 

evening. Despera te guards p leaded wi th local 

police officers to accept the m e n into cus tody 

for the night . Despi te p romises to retr ieve the 

offenders in the morn ing , the guards ' appeals 

fell on deaf ea r s . 3 0 

In early October , three other soldiers were 

charged in civilian court wi th stealing a car. An 

u n n a m e d Roya l R e g i m e n t o f C a n a d a officer 

accompan ied the m e n to court, successful ly 

convincing the Magis t ra te to d ismiss the case. 

T h e accused, the officer argued, had mere ly 

p layed a prank on a comrade , mov ing his car, 

but they never had any intent ion of s teal ing it. 

T h e three m e n were re turned to duty, but not 

before the unit es tabl ished a Regimenta l Pol ice 

Force to reduce future incidents of drunkenness, 

theft, and gambl ing . 3 1 

Mil i ta ry officials h o p e d to k e e p a c loser 

watch on their wards after the move from C a m p 

Exhibi t ion on 7 October. Repor ters could not 

resist highlighting that the kilt-clad Highlanders 

had their officers' mess in the Women's Building. 

Apparently, they reported, the military braintrust 

t hough t i t a m u s i n g that the c o m m i s s i o n e d 

"Ladies from Hel l" should "bed d o w n whe re 

s t rawberry preserves, minced pie and handkni t 

socks used to be sewn." Other ranks dubbed 

the officers' bui lding "Roseda le . " 3 2 

T h e rest of the H igh l ande r s found their 

s leep ing a c c o m m o d a t i o n s acceptab le . Horse 

stalls had been conver ted to accommoda te two 

men each but because the stalls we re slightly 

smaller than the average pr ison cell, condit ions 

w e r e c r a m p e d . W a s h r o o m s , c a n t e e n s , a n d 

messrooms, however, were all spacious and airy. 

M e n w e r e f o r b i d d e n f rom b r i n g i n g c iv i l i an 

clothes wi th them into barracks , but mou th 

organs and p laying cards were permit ted . T h e 

14 

T h e 48 th H igh landers m a r c h t h rough the Pr inces ' Ga te en rou te to their n e w bar racks a t C a m p Exh ib i t ion , on the g rounds 

of the C a n a d i a n Nat iona l Exh ib i t ion , 7 Oc tobe r 1939 . 



argued that the Armis t ice of 1918 had mere ly 

been an interruption of hostili t ies. "We failed to 

obta in that endur ing peace ," he conc luded , 

wh ich veterans of the Great War had fought so 

hard to achieve. As citizens gathered to honour 

previous sacrifice, they marked the beg inn ing 

of a second crusade against "those things which 

are evil and which if they were to prevail , wou ld 

mean the end of the f reedom of m a n as we in 

the British Empi re k n o w it." 

W h e n the service ended , the c r o w d w a s 

asked to remain in place as the member s of the 

C A S F paraded past the cenotaph. As each unit 

passed the symbol of Great War sacrifice, officers 

barked out, "Eyes Right ." Civil ians were m o v e d 

by the sight of another generation of young men 

readying themselves for war. T h e image p roved 

too much for two onlookers w h o fainted as they 

watched the process ion . 3 6 

In the w a k e of R e m e m b r a n c e Day services , 

the pace of w a r p r epa ra t i ons c o n t i n u e d to 

increase. Ominous reports from the battlefields 

o f E u r o p e l e n t n e w u r g e n c y t o t r a i n i n g 

operations. Hitler 's armies had overrun Poland 

by the end of Sep tember 1939. In contrast , the 

Western Front remained relat ively inactive as 

both sides wai ted for opportuni t ies to exploit . 

All four companies of the 48th Highlanders 

took part in an exercise to in t roduce t roops to 

b a t t l e f i e l d c o n d i t i o n s . A f t e r s p e n d i n g the 

previous evening on guard duty at the CNE, the 

men began with an eight-mile route march from 

barracks, fol lowed by intense manoeuvres on 

more than 500 hilly acres in the Humber Valley. 

S t a l k e r s n i p e r s a n d f i e l d a n d a e r i a l 

reconnaissance were employed throughout the 

day, a l l o w i n g of f icers a n d m e n to p rac t i ce 

coordinat ing their efforts. T h e emphasis was on 

taking cover from e n e m y fire. O n e c o m p a n y 

p l a y e d the e n e m y , f o r c i n g a n e n t r e n c h e d 

High land c o m p a n y to w i thd raw in the face of 

enemy fire. This movement was conducted under 

s imulated battlefield condit ions, wi th two other 

c o m p a n i e s p rov id ing cover fire to a l low the 

overwhelmed company to disengage successfully. 

Major E . W . Ha ldenby ove r saw the operat ion, 

telling reporters that important lessons had been 

lea rned . 3 7 

Artillery units were also practicing rearguard 

a c t i o n s . T h e 9 t h ( T o r o n t o ) F i e l d B a t t e r y 

simulated a situation in which the unit was called 

upon to stop the progress of enemy troops from 

"Wes t l and" a t t a c k i n g Y o n g e S t ree t . O r d e r s 

arrived from the Officer Commanding , 3rd A r m y 

Field Br igade, R C A , and the unit sprang into 

action. Orders were filed, positions were located, 

guns were l imbered up, and the artil lery forces 

of "Eastland" were deployed in a relatively open 

posit ion. After firing a m o c k 2,500 rounds, n e w 

o r d e r s a r r i v e d to r e t r ea t 1,500 y a r d s to a 

f a rmhouse offer ing be t te r shelter. S t ra in ing 

under the effort, enl is ted m e n ga ined valuable 

h a n d s - o n t ra in ing , w h i l e off icers a n d non­

c o m m i s s i o n e d o f f i c e r s i r o n e d o u t 

communica t ions diff icul t ies . 3 8 

Whi le m u c h of the training w a s des igned to 

train recruits in the art of mechan ized warfare, 

some exercises taught them h o w to survive gas 

at tacks. Mil i tary Distr ict 2 cons t ruc ted a gas 

c h a m b e r in front of the g r a n d s t a n d a t the 

Exhibi t ion barracks. Repor ters were a l lowed to 

Sold iers f r om the 48 th H igh landers t ra in ing in the H u m b e r Valley, N o v e m b e r 1939 . 



A b o v e : Aer ia l v i ew o f the large c r o w d s that c a m e ou t to 

the c e n o t a p h in Toronto to m a r k R e m e m b r a n c e Day. 

Lef t : Mayo r Ra lph Day de l ivers his R e m e m b r a n c e Day 

s p e e c h f rom the s teps o f Ci ty Hal l . 

T h o u s a n d s of the city 's soldiers were in 

at tendance, l ined up along Queen be tween Bay 

and J a m e s Streets . T h e 48th Highlanders and 

Toronto Scottish appeared somber in their khaki 

greatcoats . Ci t izens recognized that they were 

in the presence of the m e n w h o w o u l d one day 

be ve terans themselves . M a n y of the tears that 

fell on that cold N o v e m b e r morn ing were shed 

by loved ones concerned about the fate that 

awai ted their soldiers on the fields of Europe . 

M a y o r Ra lph Day, h imsel f a ve teran of the 
last war, spoke to the a s sembled c rowd from a 
f lag-draped platform on the City Hall s teps. He 
reminded his l is teners of the words spoken by 
the King during his visit to Ot tawa in May 1938: 
"Peace and freedom cannot long be separated. . . 
without freedom there can be no enduring peace, 
and wi thout peace , no endur ing freedom." Day 



Sold iers f r om the 48 th H igh landers say the i r f inal g o o d b y e s be fo re the i r t ra in leaves Toronto , 16 D e c e m b e r 1939. 

shall be afforded h im in execut ing his mos t 

l audab l e p u r p o s e . " T h e c o l o u r s w e r e t hen 

t r o o p e d in to the c h u r c h a n d s o l d i e r s a n d 

spectators sang "Onward Christian Soldiers" as 

the symbol of the Toronto Scottish Regiment was 

laid to rest beside that of its forerunner, the old 

7 5 t h B a t t a l i o n . R e v . I n n e s s p o k e o n t h e 

impor tance of symbo l s . T h e Bri t ish flag, he 

argued, "stood for r ighteousness, self-sacrifice, 

and faithfulness to death, and it flew for truth, 

freedom and unity." At the end of the service, 

prayers were offered, and buglers sounded Last 

Post , fol lowed by the pipers ' lament , "Flowers 

of the Forest ." 4 2 

T h e final s ign that the uni ts of the 1st 

Divis ion were about to depart w a s the hold ing 

of open houses a t C a m p Exhibi t ion bar racks . 

T h e 48 th H i g h l a n d e r s a n d 2 n d F i e ld P a r k 

Company held a special opening on 16 December 

1939, the very day they left for "points East." 

The weather was clear and cool as 12,000 friends 

and relatives s w a m p e d the barracks to spend a 

few precious hours wi th loved ones depar t ing 

for the front. The open house was not scheduled 

to begin until 6:30 pm, but the c rowd began to 

gather six hours earlier, jus t after noon. Each 

soldier had been given passes to issue to friends 

and relatives, because the n e w c o m m a n d e r of 

the 48th Highlanders , Lieutenant -Colonel Eric 

Haldenby, M C , had hoped to restrict access to 

o n l y t h o s e c i v i l i a n s w i t h p r o p e r 

documen ta t ion . 4 3 H o w e v e r the c rowd was so 

large and so insistent at be ing admit ted to the 

barracks that guards admitted everyone. Having 

gained admiss ion, mothers , brothers , sisters, 

daughters , sweethear ts , and wives hun ted for 

their soldiers. Above the din, the regimental band 

p layed dance music . A few khaki clad soldiers 

g rabbed par tners and danced . Most , however , 

c h a t t e d q u i e t l y w i t h t he i r f a m i l i e s . S m a l l 

c h i l d r e n sa t o n f a t h e r s ' k n e e s , c u r i o u s l y 

e x a m i n i n g gas m a s k s as paren ts s tored up 

images that might have to last a l ifetime. 

A bugle call at 8:30 pm announced the end 

of the open house . N o b o d y paid i t any not ice. 

Minutes later, however, sergeants began breaking 

up the par ty and the m e n fell in to pa rade . 

Soldiers from the Royal Regiment of Canada and 

the T o r o n t o Scot t i sh Depo t Bat ta l ion proved 

incapable of hold ing back the surging c rowds . 

Reinforcements were called from other units not 

on duty, and eventual ly order was res tored. 

A c c o m p a n i e d by bands , the first train carrying 

headquarters and "D" Company departed at 9:00 

pm. The remaining companies left an hour later, 

j o i n i n g the i r c o l l e a g u e s f r o m the T o r o n t o 

Scottish w h o had departed twelve days earlier. 4 4 

Toronto had sent another generation of its young 

men to war. 

T h e mil i t ia p rov ided a ser ies of tangible 

benefits to the early Second Wor ld War effort. 

T o r o n t o ' s mil i t ia uni ts p rov ided the t ra ined 

officers and non -commiss ioned officers wh ich 

formed the backbone of the units mobi l i zed in 

1939. War d iar ies r eco rd that a lmos t every 

o f f i c e r w h o s e r v e d w i t h T o r o n t o ' s N P A M 

volunteered for act ive service. S ince interwar 

mili t ia units carr ied a surplus of officers, the 

m i l i t i a a l s o p r o v i d e d t r a i n e d o f f i c e r s for 

subsequent formations. As Lieutenant-Colonels 

Ch ipman , T h o m p s o n , and Haldenby ' s records 

indicate , senior officers often had a quar ter-

century or m o r e of mil i tary exper ience . T h e 



enter the chamber wearing the respirators issued 

t o C a n a d i a n t r o o p s . T h e y s u r v i v e d t h e 

experience, but were then asked to breathe tear 

gas wi thout the protect ion of a gas mask, wi th 

predictable results . T e a r gas w a s only used to 

tes t the r e s p i r a t o r s for far d e a d l i e r t r i a l s 

involving C A S F troops in the w e e k s to come . 

T roops wou ld be "inoculated" against the gases 

they would confront on the battlefield by entering 

the chamber wear ing their respirators. Soldiers 

would learn that they could survive a gas attack, 

provided they took adequate p recau t ions . 3 9 

While active service units continued to train, 

N P A M units lobbied for the chance to "go active," 

even as they cont inued to enroll n e w member s . 

The Governor General 's Horse Guard ran clinics 

to a l l ow n o n - c o m m i s s i o n e d off icers , j u n i o r 

officers, and t roopers to upgrade their skil ls . 

The Irish Reg iment convened a special medica l 

panel to evaluate its m e m b e r s on their fitness 

for overseas service. It was hoped that this action 

w o u l d increase the efficiency of the unit w h e n 

finally cal led to act ive service . S imi lar ly , all 

officers and senior non -commiss ioned officers 

of the Queen ' s O w n Rifles had already passed 

m e d i c a l e x a m s d e c l a r i n g t h e m e l ig ib l e for 

overseas se rv ice . 4 0 

Decisions made by the Canadian government 

and the Chief of the Genera l Staff ( C G S ) in the 

e a r l y w e e k s o f the w a r s h a p e d T o r o n t o ' s 

exper ience . T h e poor t raining condi t ions that 

Canadian winters offered, coupled with the need 

t o o u t f i t C a n a d i a n t r o o p s w i t h B r i t i s h 

equipment , p rompted the C G S to arrange for 

the depar ture of 1st Divis ion before Chr is tmas 

1939. Once in Britain, the Divis ion wou ld train 

for up to three m o n t h s before see ing act ive 

se rv ice . 4 1 

A c c o r d i n g t o a n c i e n t B r i t i sh t r ad i t i on , 

Toronto 's C A S F units deposited their regimental 

colours in local churches for safekeeping until 

their return. T h e T o r o n t o Scot t ish paraded its 

colours on 19 N o v e m b e r to K n o x Church, on 

S p a d i n a A v e n u e . I n a s o l e m n c e r e m o n y , 

member s of the regiment presented the colours 

given them by Sir Douglas Haig, the commander 

of Brit ish forces in the Great War. Over 4 ,000 

ci t izens ga thered outs ide the church to wa tch 

the spectacle . At the appoin ted hour, ki l t -clad 

Highlanders arr ived accompan ied by skerl ing 

p ipes . Acco rd ing to tradition, the regimental 

adjutant addressed Rev. T. Christ ie Innes: "Sir, 

I have b e e n c o m m a n d e d by Lieu t . -Col . C .C . 

T h o m p s o n , c o m m a n d i n g the T o r o n t o Scot t ish 

R e g i m e n t , to in form the au thor i t i es of this 

church that he has repaired here today with the 

colours of the T o r o n t o Scot t ish Regiment , and 

desires admiss ion to proffer a request that they 

be deposi ted herein." T h e minister replied, "Sir, 

inform Lieut.-Col. C.C. Thompson , commanding 

the Toronto Scottish Regiment that every facility 

T h e reg imenta l co lours o f the Toronto Scot t ish R e g i m e n t w e r e laid 

up in Knox C h u r c h pr ior to the uni t 's depar tu re for o v e r s e a s serv ice . 

B e l o w : T h e co lour par ty a n d escor t d r a w n up be fo re the chu rch . 

Le f t : L ieu tenan t -Co lone l C.C. T h o m p s o n , c o m m a n d i n g off icer o f the 

Reg imen t , l eads the p rocess ion into the c h u r c h . 


