North American Studies 309D: Foreign Policy,

Defence and Security, 1939-2009
Course Director:
Terry Copp, Professor Emeritus and Director of the Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studies (LCMSDS)

Course Location:
Monday, 10-12:50, 110K (232 King Street, LCMSDS Seminar Room)
Office Hours: 
By Appointment


Email: 
tcopp@wlu.ca


Course Description: 

A lecture-discussion course examining Canadian foreign policy, defence and security issues in the context of Canadian-American relations. The course director will have primary responsibility for evaluation but the course is structured to take advantage of topic experts who are able to draw upon detailed knowledge of and experience with the issues under review. 

Course Requirements:

1. Prepare for and participate in class discussions (20%)

2. Briefing Paper (20%)

3. Oral Exam (20%)

4. Essay (40%)

Course Outline: 

14 September 


Course Introduction (Terry Copp)

Student responsibilities and assignments will be discussed and we will work through a decision-making exercise intended to both break the ice and illustrate the problems/challenges facing Canadian defence and foreign policy decision makers.

21 September   
Canadian Defence Policy – 20th Century Legacy, 21st Century Challenges (Terry Copp)

Readings: 


To be assigned

28 September  
Canadian Foreign Policy: An Overview (Reid Morden)

Readings: 
In the Canadian Interest? Assessing Canada’s International Policy Statement (http://www.cdfai.org/PDF/In%20The%20Canadian%20Interest%20E.pdf)

Tromsø Declaration (arctic-council.org/filearchive/Tromsoe Declaration-1..pdf)


Background on Canadian International Centre for the Arctic Region (www.international.gc.ca/polar-polaire/Arctic-Centre-Artique.aspx?lang=eng)


DFAIT Mandate and Legislation (www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/department/mandate-en/asp)

Sustainable Development Strategy 2007-2009 (www.international.gc.ca/enviro/strategy-strategie/2009/index.aspx?lang=eng

Afghanistan Report (www.afghanistan.gc.ca/canada-afghanistan/assets/20090331_090331_afghanistan_report_2009.pdf)

5 October  
Haiti: A Case Study in Foreign and Defence Policy (Dr. Yasmine Shamsie)

Readings: 
Read pages: 4-10 from report: Haiti’s Changing Tide: A sustainable Security Case Study, by Reuben Brigety, II and Natalie Ondiak, September 2009


www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/09/pdf/haiti_report.pdf

Stephen Baranyi, “Canada and the Travail of Partnership in Haiti,” in Haiti’s Governance Challenges and the International Community, forthcoming

Robert Baguire, “US Policy Towards Haiti – Opportunities for a New Administration,” in Haiti’s Governance Challenges and the International Community, forthcoming

12 October 
Thanksgiving – no class

19 October
Afghanistan and Pakistan (Reid Morden)

Readings:  


Andy Tamas, Warriors and Nation Builders 

Rory Stewart, “The Irresistible Illusion,” LRB Rory Stewart
26 October 
The Sudan (Col. David Patterson)

Readings: 


Amanda E. Grzyb (ed) The World and Darfur, International 

Crisis Group, Justice, Peace and the ICC

2 November


Former Yugoslavia (Alistair Edgar)

Readings: 
Lt-Col. David Bashow et.al. "Mission Ready: Canada's Role in the Kosovo Air Campaign", Canadian Military Journal Spring 2000, pp.55-61. Available at www.journal.forces.gc.ca/vo1/no1/doc/55-61-eng.pdf


Keith Jones, "From 'peacekeeper' to war hawk - Canada and NATO's war on Serbia", World Socialist Web Site. Available at www.wsws.org/articles/1999/apr1999/can-a30.shtml

Dejan Guzina, "External State-Building in Kosovo", available at www.cpsa-acsp.ca/papers-2008/Guzina.pdf
9 November


Intelligence and Security: An Overview (Reid Morden)

Readings: 


to be assigned

16 November 

Intelligence and Security Issues in the 21st Century 
(Reid Morden)

Readings: 


to be assigned

23 November 


Oka Crisis (Tim Winegard)

Readings: 
Tim Winegard, Oka: A Convergence of Cultures and the Canadian Forces 
30 November
Aboriginal Militancy and Border Security 


Readings
Tim Winegard, Oka, p. 157-229. 

Assignments/Course Requirements

Briefing Paper – (3-5 Pages) (Due 2 November) (20%)


You are required to prepare a written presentation, 3-5 pages, to a Cabinet Minister or other senior decision-maker in the Canadian government who is to be involved in a discussion with his/her U.S. counterpart on the future role (after 2011) of Canada in Afghanistan. Your presentation must include a summary of the recent history of Canadian involvement in Afghanistan and your recommendations for the future. Your must address the probable American reaction to your recommendation and your estimate of the consequences to follow the proposed course of action in terms of Canadian public opinion, impact on the Canadian Forces, and U.S.-Canada relations. 

Sources: 
Andy Tamas, Warriors and Nation Builders


Additional references will be added

Essay (23 Nov) (8-10 pages)


You are required to write an essay on the appropriate Canadian response to the ongoing crisis in Darfur. The essay must include a discussion of the Canadian commitment to the R2P document, and to the views outlined in Amanda F. Grzyb, The World and Darfur. You must also distinguish between Canadian and American responses to the Darfur Crisis. The essay must address the actual problems of deploying and maintaining an international force in Darfur.

Oral Exam (20%)


You will be required to answer questions on topics discussed in the course other than Afghanistan and Darfur. Individual appointments will be scheduled in December.

Class Participation (20%)


A class seating arrangement must be established and instructors will be asked to note participation 

Instructor Biographies

Terry Copp is the author of numerous books and articles on Canadian military, labour and social history. He taught at McGill Concordia, Ottawa, Victoria and Winnipeg before joining the faculty at Laurier in 1975. He retired from full time teaching in 2005, but continued to work as Director of LCMSDS

Reid Morden joined the Department of External Affairs in 1963 and after postings in Pakistan, Japan, the United States and the United Nations, he served as the Director of the Canadian Security and Intelligence Service (1988-1991) and as Deputy Minister of DFAIT (1991-1994). He then served as President of Atomic Energy Canada. Mr. Morden continued to work as a consultant on security and intelligence issues. 

Dr. Yasmine Shamsie is an Associate Professor in the Laurier Political Science Department. She specializes in peace building with an emphasis on Haiti and conflict prevention in the Americas. 

Dr. Alistair Edgar is an Associate Professor in the Laurier Political Science Department. He served as Executive Director of the Academic Council on the United Nations Systems (ACUNS). His research focused on post-conflict peace-building. 

Col. David Patterson was deployed to Addis Ababa, Ethopia as Strategic Plans Advisor to the Darfur Integrated Task Force charged with creating contingency plans for the African Union Peace Force and the transition to UNMIS, the United Nation Mission in Sudan. 

Tim Winegard is completing his PhD at Oxford University. He will shortly begin a term as a Post Doctoral Fellow at LCMSDS. He is the author of Oka: A Convergence of Cultures and the Canadian Forces. 

Plagiarism 

“Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism.” 

Special Needs

Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier’s Special Needs Office for information regarding its services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Calendar for information regarding all services available on campus. 

*** After class call 886-FOOT for a walk or drive home – No Walk is Too Short or Too Long!***
