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Canadian Army War Diaries Sub Section fonds. 19 cm of textual records; 106 photographs: b&w; 8.8 x 13.8 cm or smaller; 22 post cards; 9 x 14 cm or smaller . – [193-]-1944.
Scope and content

Fonds consists of seventeen personal diaries regarding headquarters troops, armour, artillery, engineers and infantry during the Second World War. The diaries were handed in by soldiers of the Canadian Active Service Force to War Diaries Section, Canadian Military Headquarters, usually when it appeared that the diarists would be going into action in the near future. The diaries appear to have been part of a much larger collection, the rest of which were returned to the authors after the war. Most of the diaries deal with life in England. Only the diary of WO I G. Esper was maintained while his formation was in action in Sicily. Also includes 106 photos of military and civil topics and 22 post cards of Worthing England and London under fire. 

There are four series: 

· 1. Part “B” – Headquarters Troops 

· 2. Part “C” – Armour and Artillery 

· 3. Part “D” – Engineers 

· 4. Part “E” – Infantry 
Administrative History

An Historical Branch had existed in the General Staff Branch at Canadian Military Headquarters, London since 1940 and was directed by Lieutenant Colonel C.P. Stacey, Historical Officer. The Section was expanded in February 1944 when the War Diaries Sub Section was transferred from the Records Office.

Classification
Some of the material is Protected “B”, and kept in Box 2. 

Series 1: Part “B” – Headquarters Troops

2 cm of textual records. - 1940-1944
Series description

Series consists of three personal diaries of Headquarters Troops during the Second World War : I. G. Esper, Warrant Officer in the 1st Canadian Army Tank Brigade; A. A. Mageau, Deputy Assistant Director of Medical Services at Headquarters, Second Canadian Armoured Brigade; and C. E. Griffin, Corporal at Headquarters, First Canadian Corps.
	Box
	Folder
	File
	Contents
	Dates

	2
	2
	1
	File B1 – “Unofficial diary of 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde [1 Canadian Army Tank Brigade],” by WO I G. Esper. August 1940 – 31 August 1943. 4 vols. plus loose material. Canada, England and Sicily. (PROTECTED B)
	1940-1943

	1
	3
	1
	File B2 – “Mon journal personnel”, et “Poésie personnelle”, par Private A. A. Mageau, HQ, DADMS [Deputy Assistant Director of Medical Services], 2 Cdn Armd Bde [2 Canadian Armoured Brigade], le 16 septembre – 12 octobre 1943, en Angleterre
	1943

	1
	3
	2
	File B2 – Diary of Corporal C. E. Griffin, HQ 1 Cdn Corps [1 Canadian Corps], 23 October 1943 – 3 April 1944, in Sicily.
	1943-1944


Series 2: Part “C” – Armour and Artillery

2 cm of textual records; 12 post cards; 6 x 8.2 cm. - 1943-1944.

Series description

Series consists of two personal diaries concerning armour and artillery in Canada and England during the Second World War : Lieutenant G. A. Kraus, of the Sherbrooke Fusiliers Regiment; and A. F. Alm, gunner in the Second Canadian Base Reinforcement Group. Loose papers include three sheets of “The Advance Post”. There are twelve post cards on the topic “London under fire”.

Other notes
One diary is 8.5 x 13.5 cm.

	Box
	Folder
	File
	Contents
	Dates

	1
	4
	1
	File C – “Personal diary of Lieut. G.A. Kraus, CAR [Canadian Armoured Regiment] (SFR) [Sherbrooke Fusiliers Regiment], 2 October 1943 – 25 May 1944 in England
	1943-1944

	1
	4
	2
	File C – Diary and loose papers of Gnr [Gunner] A.F. Alm, 9 Bn [Battalion], No. 2 CBRG [Canadian Base Reinforcement Group], 8 November 1941 – 2 November 1942, in Canada and England.
	1943-1944


Series 3: Part “D” – Engineers

4 cm of textual records. - 1939-1944.

Series description

Series consists of three personal diaries of engineers in England during the Second World War : L. De Board, sapper in the 4th Field Company of the Royal Canadian Engineers; L. G. Fisher, sapper in the Second Platoon, 6th Field Company of the Royal Canadian Engineers; and Captain J. C. Oliver of the Royal Canadian Engineers. 

	Box
	Folder
	File
	Contents
	Dates

	1
	5
	1
	File D – Diary of Sapper L. De Board, 4th Field Company, 29 December 1939 – 1 June 1940, in England.
	1939-1940

	1
	5
	2
	File D - Diary of Sapper L.G. Fisher, 2 Platoon, 6th Field Company, 1 January – 10 August 1943, in England.
	1943

	1
	5
	3
	File D – Diary of Captain J.C. Oliver, RCE [Royal Canadian Engineers], 1 December 1943 – 8 July 1944, in England.
	1943-1944


Series 4: Part “E” – Infantry

2.5 cm of textual records; 106 photographs: b&w; 8.8 x 13.8 cm or smaller; 10 postcards; 9 x 14 cm. - [193-]-1944.

Series description

Series consists of eight personal diaries of servicemen in Canada and England during the Second World War. Includes : Corporal Howard Heaton, Piper C. R. McDonald and Private Charles W. Cove of Toronto Scottish Regiment; Corporal W. J. MacNeill, Private Norman Toseland and G. F. Hames of the Princesse Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry; Private J. J. Burns of No. 16 Canadian General Hospital; and Private W. Demchuk of the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada. There are ten post cards from Worthing England and photographs at Private D. H. Shortill.

Other notes

Eleven photographs are reprints, that have been enlarged.

Classification

Some documents are Protected B and are stored in Box 2.

	Box
	Folder
	File
	Contents
	Dates

	2
	6
	1
	File E1 – Toronto Scottish Regiment – Diary of Cpl [Corporal] Howard Heaton, 27 April 1942 – 6 May [June?] 1944, in Canada and England. (PROTECTED B)
	1942-1944

	2
	6
	2
	File E1 – Toronto Scottish Regiment – Diary of Piper C.R. McDonald, 1 January – 15 March 1944, in England. (PROTECTED B)
	1944

	2
	6
	3
	File E1 – Toronto Scottish Regiment – Diary of Private Charles W. Cove, 1 April 1937 – 5 June 1944, in Canada and England. (PROTECTED B)
	1937-1944

	2
	6
	4
	File E1 – Photographs of Private D.H. Shortill. (PROTECTED B)
	[193-]

	1
	7
	1
	File E2 – Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry – Diary of Cpl [Corporal] W.J. MacNeill 14 December 1939 – June 1940 in Canada and England.
	1939-1940

	1
	7
	2
	File E2 – Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry – Diary of Pte [Private] Norman Toseland, 9 May – 21 June 1940 in Canada and England.
	1940

	1
	7
	3
	File E2 – Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry – Diary of Pte [Private] G.F. Hames, Headquarters Company, 17 December 1939 – 14 June 1940, in Canada and England.
	1939-1940

	2
	8
	1
	File E3 – Miscellaneous – Diary of Pte [Private] J.J. Burns, No. 16 Canadian General Hospital, 1 January – 30 June 1944, Marston Green, England. (PROTECTED B)
	1944

	2
	8
	2
	File E3  – Miscellaneous – Diary of Pte [Private] W. Demchuk, Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada, 30 December 1942 – 9 April 1944, in Canada and England. (PROTECTED B)
	1942-1944
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