MATHEMATICS 170 – Introduction to Mathematics for Finance
Winter 2013
Course Instructor: Dr. Y. George Lai
Office: BA550 (Bricker Academic)
Telephone: ext 2107
E-mail: ylai@wlu . ca
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00am 10:30am, other times by appointment.
Lab Coordinator: Trevor Saunderson (tsaunder@wlu.ca, ext 3012)
Lectures: Tuesday and Thursday
1:00 pm – 2:20 pm
Room: N1001
Labs: Wednesdays at 8:30, 10:00, 11:30, 1:00, 2:30, 4:00, and 5:30, 80 minutes each.
Textbook: Petr Zima, Robert L. Brown, and Steve Kopp. Mathematics of Finance, 7th Cdn edition (2011)
Tentative Course Topics: Simple and compound interest; simple and general annuities; repayment of debts;
bonds (See Tentative Schedule for details)
Assigned Problems: Homework problems will be suggested on a regular basis. These assignments are not to
be handed in. However practice on these problems is essential to maximizing your performance in the course.
You should attempt all recommended problems as soon as possible.
Laboratories: The weekly laboratory is compulsory. You must attend the laboratory session in which you are
registered. Laboratory sessions are designed to afford the opportunity to develop mathematical skills and to
investigate applications which use the concepts covered in lectures.
In preparation for each week’s lab, students are expected to have attempted all of the assigned homework
problems pertaining to that week’s work and to have checked the lab web site for information on the text,
lecture and homework material that will be relevant for the upcoming lab. Lab notes will be posted on the lab
web site and it is expected that each student will review these notes before attending the lab. There will be a
lab each week, beginning with the first week of the term (if you have already missed your scheduled lab for
Week 1, contact your Lab Coordinator as soon as possible). The breakdown of the final lab mark will be
explained during your first lab session.
Solutions to lab reports will be available on the lab web site (MyLearningSpace). Students have one week from
the time of return of a lab report in the laboratory session to appeal (with adequate reasons) any marks
received on that report. No marks will be changed after that time.
Evaluation: A final mark out of 100 will be calculated as follows
Labs ....................................................................................................................................... 30 %
Midterm Test (7:00pm-8:20pm, March 1, 2013; N1001 and N1002) .................................... 25 %
Final Examination (exact date and time to be announced, 2.5 hours) .................................... 45 %
Total = 100 %
The final mark will be converted to a letter grade in accordance with the conversion table of the
2012/2013 Undergraduate Calendar.

Course Policies:
1. Course information will be posted on the MA170 web page at MyLearningSpace.
2. Any error in marking must be reported to your instructor within one week of the date the work was returned in
(continued on reverse)

class. No marks will be changed after that time. Please see the model solutions posted on the MA170 web site
before bringing any alleged errors to the attention of your instructor. The instructor reserves the right to re-mark
the entire paper.
3. Missed Tests: Tests (including the quizzes) missed without a valid, documented excuse (e.g. medical certificate)
will be assigned a mark of zero. The value of any test missed for legitimate reasons will be assigned to the final
examination in proportion to its value.
4. For the laboratories, test and final examination you may need a cordless non-programmable, non-graphing,
scientific calculator. The financial calculator BA II PLUS or BA II PLUS Professional is recommended.
5. Disclaimer: The instructor is NOT responsible for any financial losses caused by using information in this course.
Notes
Students are expected to be aware of and abide by all University regulations and policies, as outlined in the current Academic
Calendar. In particular,
1. Final Examinations
Students must reserve the examination period of April 11-30, 2013. If you are considering registering for a special examination
or event, you should select a time outside the examination period. Consult Academic Regulations in the Academic Calendar for
special circumstances for examination deferment.
2. Special Needs
Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier’s Accessible Learning Centre for information regarding
its services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Academic Calendar,
http://www.wlu.ca/calendars/section.php?cal=1&s=506&s=506&y=53, for information regarding all services available on
campus.
3. Academic Integrity/Misconduct (cheating, plagiarism)
The University has a defined policy with respect to Academic Misconduct; penalties are severe and enforced at all times. You are
responsible for familiarizing yourself with the academic misconduct policy and penalty guidelines, and are cautioned that, in
addition to failure in a course, students may be suspended or expelled from the University for academic misconduct, and the
offence may appear on their transcripts. The relevant policy can be found at Laurier's academic integrity website along with
resources to educate and support you in upholding a culture of integrity; see http://www.wlu.ca/academicintegrity. Ignorance of
Laurier’s academic misconduct policy is not a defense.
Academic Misconduct includes transmission or reception of information, or possession of unauthorized information, during
laboratories, quizzes, tests, or examinations. Academic Misconduct also includes plagiarism. Wilfrid Laurier University uses
software that can check for plagiarism, and students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form for a
plagiarism check. The Student Code of Conduct and Discipline and the procedures for investigating and determining appropriate
disciplinary measures for breaches of this Code are given in the Academic Calendar; see
http://www.wlu.ca/page.php?grp_id=2505&p=11452.
4. Classroom Use of Electronic Devices
The use of electronic devices in the classroom is governed by WLU Policy 9.3: Policy on the Classroom Use of Electronic Devices;
see
http://www.wlu.ca/documents/50202/9.3_Electronic_Device_Policy.pdf. Details of this Policy and the consequences of breaches
are stated in the Academic Calendar.
Mobile devices of any kind, including devices that emit audible signals, are not permitted in this course except for accessibility
or extenuating circumstances. The latter will be assessed on a case-by-case basis; ask your instructor. Students who fail to comply
with this policy may be asked to stow their devices at the front of the classroom, or to leave the classroom.

Course Drop Dates Winter 2013

January 13: Final day to drop/withdraw from 12-week course(s) at no tuition charge (provided the student remains registered in
at least one course)
January 20: Last day to drop 12-week and full-year course(s) or withdraw at 10 percent tuition charge (tuition charge assessed
at 10% of course rate)
March 8: Last day to drop 12-week course(s) or withdraw without failure. Students who drop course or withdraw may be eligible
for a tuition adjustment (assessed at 55% of course rate)

